
National Freedom of Information Officer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (2822T) 
Washington, DC 20460 

September 29, 2014 

RE: FOIA REQUEST 
SENT BY EMAIL: foia_hq@epa.gov 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

tl UNIVERSITY OF 

DENVER 
Sturm< ·ollcgc of I aw 

Under the Freedom of Information Act (':FOlA"), 5 U .S.C. § 552, 1 hereby request the following 
records: 

1. Record(s) reflecting the names, identities, and affiliations of each and every person or entity 
requesting records under FOIA from the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") in 
calendar year 2013. 

2. Record(s) reflecting the EPA's categorization of each and every person or entity making a 
FOIA request in calendar year 2013 for the purpose of making a determination about the 
applicability of FOIA fees. These categories, therefore, would include "commercial use" 
requesters, "educational or noncommercial scientific institution[ s ]" and "representative[ s] of 
the news media," as well as requesters eligible for reduction or waiver of fees under 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 

3. Record( s) reflecting the cost to the EPA and any fees assessed to the requester as to each and 
every request made in calendar year 2013. 

4. If any or all of the information described in paragraphs 1-3 is contained in a single agency 
database or log of FOIA requests, I hereby request the database or log in its entirety, 
including all fields of information even if not otherwise described in this request. 

Under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(A), l request that the above listed records be produced in electronic form, 
specifically in Excel or in another database format, if possible. 

Under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii), I request a waiver of all applicable fees, if any, as this request is 
in the public interest "because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the 
requester." First, I am a full time, salaried, tenure-track member of the faculty at the University of 
Denver Sturm College of Law, itself a non-profit educational institution, and I am not engaged in any 
profit-making enterprise or business. I thus have no commercial interest to which this request could 
(or does) pertain. Second, a significant component of my job is to conduct research and write 
scholarly publications. Much of my past research concerns the operation of the Freedom of 
Information Act. This request will shed light on the nature of who is using FOIA most frequently 
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and how the government's resources are spent in responding to FOIA requests. Very little existing 
research documents the makeup of FOIA requesters, and thus this information will contribute to the 
public's understanding about the government's operations in this area. It is further likely to 
contribute to the public's understanding of government activities because it is intended to form the 
basis for a future scholarly publication. My record of past publications supports the credibility of 
future publications. As support, I am attaching a copy of my current curriculum vitae, in which you 
can see my record of scholarly publications, particularly in the area of the Freedom of Information 
Act. 

In the event that my request for a waiver of fees is denied, please contact me with an estimate of fees 
before they are incurred. Please also contact me if you have any questions about my request. 

Best wishes, 

c;L~j!/L 
Margaret B. Kwoka 
Assistant Professor of Law 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
mkwoka(c4law.du.edu 
2255 E. Evans A venue 
Denver, CO, 80208 
303-871-2375 (o) 
617-272-5808 (c) 



MARGARET B. KWOKA 

University of Denver Sturm College of Law • 2255 E. Evans Avenue • Denver, CO 80208 
(303) 871-6275 • mkwoka@law.du.edu 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
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Assistant Professor, University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
Courses: Civil Procedure, Administrative Law, Federal Courts 

20 13-present 

Assistant Professor, The John Marshall Law School 
Courses: Civil Procedure, Administrative Law, Federal Courts 

Professorial Lecturer, George Washington University School of Law 
Course: Public Interest Lawyering 

EDUCATION 

Northeastern University School of Law, J.D., 2007 

2011-2013 

Spring 2010 

• Certiorari Clinic Participant: Co-wrote a Petition for Certiorari to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in a death penalty case, cert. denied, Juniper v. Virginia, 549 U.S. 960 
(2006). 

• Research Assistant for Professor Hope Lewis (International Human Rights 
Law) 

• Teaching Assistant for Professor Stephen Subrin (Civil Procedure) and 
Professors Brook Baker and Melinda Drew (Legal Research and Writing) 

Brown University, A.B. in Biology, 2002 

• Member of Sigma Xi, the National Scientific Research Honors Society 

jUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS 

The Honorable Michael Murphy, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit 2010-2011 

The Honorable Phillip Rapoza, Chief Justice, Massachusetts Appeals Court 2007-2008 

AWARDS 

Society of American Law Teachers Junior Faculty Teaching Award (2014) 

Northeastern University Outstanding Graduate Student Award for Research in Social 
Sciences (2007) 



PUBLICATIONS 

DESIGNING NATIONAL PESTICIDE LEGISLATION, with Jessica Vapnek and Isabella Pagotto (United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 2007) 

LAW REVIEW ARTICLES 

Leaking and Legitimacy, 48 UC DAVIS LAW REVIEW--- (forthcoming 2015) 

Deference, Chenery, and FO/A, 73 MARYLAND LAW REVIEW 1060 (2014) 

Deferring to Secrecy, 54 BOSTON COLLEGE LAW REVIEW 185 (2013) 

The Freedom of Information Act Trial, 61 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 217 (2011) 
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• cited in Moffat v. United States Department ofjustice, 716 F.3d 244, 254 n.lO (1st Cir. 
2013) 

• quoted in National Security Council v. CIA, 960 F. Supp. 2d 101, 204 n.77 (D.D.C. 
2013) 

Disparate Impact Claims Under Title VI Would Not Harm National Security, with Michael 
Kirkpatrick, 46 HARVARD jOURNAL ON LEGISLATION 503 (2009) 

Vindicating the Rights of People Living With AIDS Under the Alien Tort Claims Act, 40 LOYOLA 
UNIVERSITY CHICAGO LAW jOURNAL 643 (2009) 

Female Genital Surgeries: Rethinking the Role of International Human Rights Law, HUMAN 
RIGHTS LAW COMMENTARY (University of Nottingham 2007) 

SYMPOSIA CONTRIBUTIONS 

judicial Rejection ofTranssubstantivity: The FOIA Example, NEVADA LAW REVIEW (forthcoming 
2014) 

Intersecting Experiential Education and Social justice Teaching, 6 NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
LAW jOURNAL 111 (2013) 

Good But Not Great: Improving Access to Public Records Under the D.C. Freedom of 
Information Act, with Melissa Davenport, 13 UNIVERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LAW 
REVIEW 359 (2010) 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 



Entering the Law Teaching Market (September 2011) 

• Distributed by the Society of American Law Teachers 

Citizen's Guide to the District of Columbia Freedom of Information Act (D.C. Open 
Government Coalition 2009) 

Legalized Racial Profiling Returns?, Z MAGAZINE (June 2008) 

Tostan: A New Use of Human Rights Law, MASS DISSENT (November 2006) 

PRESENTATIONS 

SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS 

Leaking to Legitimize, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting (May 2014) 

Panelist, judicia/ Rejection ofTranssubstantivity: The FOIA Example, Symposium Honoring 
Stephen N. Subrin, Northeastern University School of Law (April2014) 

Leaking to Legitimize, Midwestern People of Color Legal Scholarship Annual Meeting, 
Indiana Tech Law School (April 2014) 

Deference, Chenery, and FOIA, The Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, 
New Voices in Administrative Law (January 2014) 

Deference, Chenery, and FOIA, LatCrit 2013 (October 2013) 

Panelist, Experiential Education- Imagining the Future and the Integrated Curriculum, The 
Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting (July 2013) 

Discussant, Experiential Legal Education- Assessing the Present and Imagining the Future, 
The Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting (July 2013) 

Deference, Chenery, and FOIA, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting (June 2013) 
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Deferring to Secrecy, Chicago Junior Faculty Workshop, Loyola University Chicago School of 
Law (November 2012) 

Intersecting Experiential Education and Social justice Teaching, Northeastern University 
School of Law, Experience the Future Symposium (October 2012) 

Deferring to Secrecy, The Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, New 
Scholars Program (July 2012) 

Deferring to Secrecy, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting (June 2012) 
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The Freedom of Information Act Trial, Central States Law Schools Association Annual 
Conference, University of Toledo College of Law (October 2011) 

Corporate Hijacking of FOIA: How Our Government Transparency Apparatus Serves Fewer 
Human People, LatCrit XVI Annual Conference (October 2011) 

The Freedom of Information Act Trial, LatCrit XV Annual Conference (October 2010) 

Good But Not Great: Improving Access to Public Records Under the D.C. Freedom of 
Information Act, University of the District of Columbia David Clarke School of Law Law 
Review Symposium (February 2010) 

OTHER PRESENTATIONS 

Guest Lecture, Civil Rights Clinic, University of Denver Sturm College of Law (April 2014) 

Panelist, Opening Doors to Academia: A Workshop for Practicing Lawyers Interested in 
Law Teaching in the U.S., Northeast People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, 
Universidad de Puerto Rico (December 2013) 

Paper Commentator, Criminalizing Charity: The Anti-Food Sharing Cases, Northeast People 
of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, Universidad de Puerto Rico (December 2013) 

Panelist, Supreme Court Preview, Colorado Lawyer Chapter of the American Constitution 
Society, Faegre Baker Daniels, Denver, CO (October 2013) 

Paper Commentator, The Constitutionally Infirm Felon, or the New Slaves, Midwestern 
People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference, Marquette Law School (April 2012) 

Panelist, Screening of Hot Coffee: The Movie, The John Marshall Law School (January 2012) 

Panelist, Gender Dynamics in the Law and Workplace, Women's Law Caucus, The John 
Marshall Law School (November 2011) 

Panelist, Mock AALS Interview, Faculty Development Workshop, Society of American Law 
Teachers and LatCrit (October 2011) 

Panelist, Different Paths In: How to Break In to the Academy, as part of Breaking In: How to 
Become a Law Professor or Law School Administrator, Society of American Law Teachers 
(September 2011) 
Becoming a Public Interest Lawyer: Carrying on the Tradition of Fun, Interesting and 
Meaningful Work, Howard University Law School (February 2010) 

Panelist and Moderator, FOIA in the Digital Age, Computers, Freedom, and Privacy 
Conference (June 2009) 

SERVICE 



LEGAL ACADEMY 

• Society of American Law Teachers (SALT) 
o Member, Board of Governors (October 2013-present) 
o Chair, Planning Committee for the Annual Dinner, Association of American 

Law Schools Annual Meeting (January 2014) 
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o Member, Planning Committee for the Annual Dinner, Association of American 
Law Schools Annual Meeting (January 2013) 

o Member, Planning Committee, Teaching Social justice, Expanding Access to 
justice: The Role of Legal Education and the Legal Profession, SALT Teaching 
Conference, University of Maryland (October 2012) 

• Organizer, Chicago Junior Faculty Workshop (April 2013) 
• Mentor, Spark, Inc., worked with eighth grade student interested in legal career 

(March-May 2012) 

]OHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL 

• Chair, Faculty Scholarship Roundtable Committee (2012-2013) 
• Member, Career Services Committee (2012-2013) 
• Member, Faculty Scholarship Roundtable (2011-2012) 
• Organizer and Moderator, Fine Print, Federalism, and the Fate of the Class Action, The 

John Marshall Law School (March 2012) 

PRO BONO REPRESENTATION 

• Author, Brief of Amici Curiae Project on Government Oversight, Citizens for 
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, and OpenTheGovernment.org in support of 
Plaintiff-Appellant, Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association v. United States 
Securities and Exchange Commission, No. 13-5137 (D.C. Cir. Dec. 2, 2013) 

OTHER LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

Attorney and Equal Justice Works Fellow, Public Citizen Litigation Group 2008-2010 
Associate Mentor for Law and Policy, Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 2008-2009 
Legal intern, Public Citizen Litigation Group Spring 2007 
Legal intern, Public Defender Division of CPCS, Boston, MA Fall 2006 
Legal intern, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization Spring 2006 
Legal Intern, The Honorable Dolores K. Sloviter, Third Circuit Court of Appeals Fall 2005 
Student Legal Advocate, Shelter Legal Services, Boston, MA 2004-2006 

OTHER TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Education Volunteer, United States Peace Corps, Djibasso, Burkina Faso 2002-2004 

BAR ADMISSIONS AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 



Massachusetts State Bar 
District of Columbia Bar 
Ohio State Bar 
Colorado State Bar (certified for pro bono practice only) 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia Bar 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit Bar 
American Bar Association 
Society of American Law Teachers, board member, 2013-present 
National Lawyers Guild 
Washington D.C. Chapter of National Lawyers Guild, board member, 2009-2010 
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Lewis, Judith 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Kwoka, Margaret <mkwoka@law.du.edu> 
Monday, September 29, 2014 12:02 PM 

FOIA HQ 
FOIA Request 

EPA Request 14.9.29.pdf 

Please see the attached FOIA request, and please let me know if you need anything further from me. 

Sincerely, 
Margaret Kwoka 

Margaret B. Kwoka 
Assistant Professor 
The University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
2255 E. Evans Ave 

Denver, CO 80208 
{303) 871-6275 
mkwoka@law.du.edu 
http://www .law .du.edu/index. php/profi le/margaret-k woka 
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